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Abu Dhabi’s position as a trade
hub receives major boost

Two of the world's
largest vessels arrive
at CsP Abu Dhabl
Terminal

ABU DHAEI
Staff Report

bu Dhabi's position as a

major trade hub along Chi-

1a's Belt and Rosd Initia
tive (BRI) received a boost after
two of the world's largest mega
vessels arrived at CSP Aba Dhab
Terminal operated by China's
Cosco Shipping Ports Limited
(CSP).

Abu Dhabi is trying to posi-
tion itsell as a major trade hub
in the region and has invested
billions of dirhams in boost-
ing infrastructure, especially at
Khalifa Port.

Cosco shipping built a ter
minal known as CSP Abu Dhabi
Terminal at a cost of Dh1.1 bil
Hon. The terminal opened last
December.

“The arrival of both the MV
Coseo Shipping Solor and Pisces
is a milestone moment for Abu
[Dhabi Ports and its partner,
CSP. Not only does it demon-
strate our growth as a hub port
in the region, but also our po-
gition as the heart of Cosco's

Caurtesy: Ao Dhabl Terminal

m MY Cosco Shipping's Solar at Khalifa Port. With a capacity of
21,000 TEU (twenty foot equivalent units), the vessel is the
largest ship ever 1o call at the port.

network in the Middle East,”
said Captain Mohammad Juma
Al Shamsi, CECQ at Abu Dhabi
Ports Company.

The ships MV Cogco Ship
ping Solar and Pisces — are the
third and fourth mainline vessels
o pass through CSP Abu Dhabi
Terminal. With a capacity of
1,000 TEL {twenty fool equiva-
lent units), Solar, which arrived
on May 25, is the langest ship ever
to call at Khalifa Port. The Pisces
has a capacity of 20,000 TEUs.

“The container industry is
constantly leoking for ways to

improve efficiency, and the use
of mega-vessels to cut costs and
time is a trend shaping the future
of the sector. We have ensured
that through CS5P Abu Dhabi
Terminal, Khalifa Port is able o
handle the largest vessels of to-
day and adapt to those of tomor
row, ™ said Al Shamsi.

CSF Abu Dhabi Terminal is the
result of a 35-wear agreement
between Abu Dhabi Ports and
Cosco Ports, and forms part of a
five-vear strategy by Abu Dhabi
Ports to strengthen the maritime
sector in Abu Dhabi.
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Chinese giant eyes Abu Dhabi for
$10bn industrial project

East Hope Group mulls plan for alumina facility, red mud
research centre, recyeling project and metal processing facility at
Abu Dhabi's industrial hub

East Hope Groap, witich B headguanered iy Shanghai, ia1he iatest Ohircse Prm 1o eye Abu Dhabias a
Wliddle Eaaterm hub and & gateway 1o e isgion, Afria and Europe.

M m m. & iE' - E
a nnom

Chiness manufacturing giant Exst Hope Group has anmoumeed it & workeng with KTZAD,
Abu Dhabi's industrial hub, on the feasibility of setting up a project worth more than $10
Ll

Under an agresment, the tvo entilies are looking into a possible 15-vesr, three- phase plan

to develop 7.6 square Elometres of land at KIZAD

The agreemrent was slgned by Samie Chaturvedi, CEO of KIZAD, and Meng Changjun,
president of investments, East Hope Group.

In phase one of the proposed project, East Hope would develop an alumina facility, while
the second phase would inchode a red mud research centre and recyeling project. a
statement said




Pren
e ERC

Publication

Arabianbusiness

Page

1

Date

27/05/2019

Value ($)

3250

The final phase of the project would see large-scale upstream and downstream non-ferrous

metal processing facilities, it added.

As part of the agreement, KIZAD, a subsidiary of Abu Dhabi Ports, would support East
Hope Group across all areas as it investigates setting up in Abu Dhabi, including ensuring

the best utility prices, acquiring the land, creating a masterplan and handling the import of

raw materials through Khalifa Port, and storage.

East Hope Group, which is headquartered in Shanghai, is the latest Chinese firm to eye Abu
Dhabi as a Middle Eastern hub and a gateway to the region, Africa and Europe.

Earlier this year, Roadbot broke ground at KIZAD on a new tyre manufacturing plant,

which is located in the 2.2 sq km China- UAE Industrial Capacity Cooperation

Demonstration Zone.

Chaturvedi said: “We are delighted that a company of the size and stature of East Hope
Group has recognized the unique value propesition of KIZAD and shown interest in joining

our thriving and expanding industrial and trade community in Abu Dhabi.”
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Yongxing Liu, chairman of East Hope Group, added: “1 am looking forward to integrating
our advanced production capaeity in the heavy industry with the UAFE’s advantages,
setting up the strictest environmental standards to establish this new project, facilitating
the UAE’s sustainability ambitions. This project will become the benchmarking project
along the Belt and Road Initiative between the UAE and China.”

The East Hope Group produces aluminium and related products, as well as animal feed.
The company was founded in 1982 and has plants in Vietnam, Indonesia and Singapore.

The China- UAE Industrial Capacity Cooperation Demonstration Zone, which was
established in conjunction with Jiangsu Overseas Cooperation Investment Co Ltd. (JOCIC),

has already attracted the interest of 19 Chinese firms since it was set up last year.

For all the latest tech news from the UAE and Gulf countries, follow us on Turitter and
Linkedin, like us on Facebook and subscribe to our YouTube page, which iz updated

daily.
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KHALIFA PORT RECEIVES MEGA-VESSELS

CSP Abu Dhabi Terminal at Khalifa Port has received two of the world's largest mega-vessels within less
than a month — cementing Abu Dhabi's position as a global maritime hub. The ships — MV. Cosco Shipping
Solar and Pisces — are the third and fourth main line vessels to pass through C5P Abu Dhabi Terminal since
it started trial operations in April 20, 2019, — Supplied photo
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Khalifa Port receives world’s
two largest mega-vessels
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Four commercial vessels targeted by
‘sabotage’ near UAE waters: Foreign

ministry

2 weeks ago

Four cowmmerciol vessels targeted by sobotage” near AL warlers: Foresgr miineiry

DUBAI (Rahnuma): Four commercial vessels were targeted by “acts of
sabatage” near the terriborial waters of the United Arab Emirates on Sunday
maming, the UAE foreign ministry said in a statement amid rising tensions between

neighbaring Iran and the LS,

The staternent added the vessels, that were targeted near FLI‘;BI‘H.."l and at a distance

ol 115 kilometers from lran, were “civilian trading vessels of varous nationalithes”,

and that the UAE was investigating the incident with local and international bodies.

Rumors about ships inside the port being sabotaged were unfounded, the ministry

added.
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The port of Fujairah continues to operate as normal and there were no victims of the
sabotage incident.

The ministry added that targeting merchant ships and threatening the lives of crew
members 15 a "dangerous development,” and that the government considers the acts
of sabotage to be a threat to the safety and security of the UAE.

The country called on the international community to prevent any party from
compromising maritime safety and security.

The ministry statement was tweeted by the official news agency WAM,

Earlier on Sunday, the UAE emirate of Fujairah denied media reports that claimed a

series of explosions had rocked its port on Sunday.

Claims from a number of news outlets, which were then shared on social media, said
there had been explosions on Sunday morning and that fires had broken out on

some of the docked oil tankers in the port.

Fujairah government’s media office tweeted a statement on Sunday denying there

had been any explosions and that operations were continuing as normal.

It also called on media organizations to be "accurate” in their reporting and to only

publish information once it was “confirmed by official sources.”

The harbor master of Fujairah port, who had been on shift at the time, also

confirmed that there was no truth to the reports.
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Iranian newspaper calls for the destruction of
‘cancerous growth’ Saudi Arabia

May 36 201

o

Stories appearing wn our World pages originate from aggregated news feeds
abtained from various subscription Mews sources.

DM€ -

In its May 22 editenal, the Iranian Kayhan newspaper, a regime
mouthprece, called for the destruchon of e Sawdi negime
terming it 8 “cancerous growth.”

Kayhan praised the Iran-backed Shi'ite Houthi Ansar Alah
rmuiklia’s May 14 drone aflack on a Saudi ol pipeine, and
without explicitly claiming kranian responsible for the May 12
attack on the oif lankers al the UAE por o Fugirah, darnified
that this attack comveyed a message to the United States.

The paper underiimed that Iran had lesmed, from the Linted
Stabes’ faslure 1o respond o the atfacks on Saud Arabia and
on the UAE, that it either has no desire or no capabilty 1o
Suppiod these wo countries, and that the Houllis can therelone
escalate and expand atfacks on targets in Saud Arabia

Careers...
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Kayhan warned Mal he Houthis inbend to exiend thair alacks
n Saud Aratwa io X0 sensilive sies and millary msialasons
inthe couniry, wsing sucsdie drones, with e aim of reducing
Saud ol exports o rero—as Iranian officials recently promised
wiauld happen {see MEME] Ingury and Analysis Mo 1452, How
it lin Prowont Tha Eapard OF Gl From The Persan Gulf To
Wiond Markits? May B, 2010, and MEMRAI Special THspatch
Mo B0E2, Editors OF ranion IRGC-Affilintod Mowspapes. lmn
t= Behind Fugsirah And Yanbu Atlrcks, Fossibilty Of Additicna
Attacks In Rod Sen, Golan Hesgghls, May 14, 2009

Tha paper alsowaimed that tha Fan-backed Houthi mikta was
cipabie of launching an afack on e Saud capital, Riyadh,
will the aim of brnngeng down Me Sau regime that, Kayhan
claimeid, furds M Amedican milary poloy thal mms (o take
controd of the region

Theee Tl avree Soumes ol [he eddanials main points

“The Yomemnis e the Houthes] have announced an atlack on
sersifive Saidl poents deep n Saudi Arabla, [and this] is a
new, sanaus agenda Thay say publicly that they inkend o
esxpand tre Jatiacks ey camied e froen fihe twe 5o tar] onthe
twir Saud ports that sre S00 and 850 kiometers [respactivaly]
Iram Yemsn's nomhem border, to [atiacks on] no fewas than 300
military and ofhar aial targals in Saud Arabia

‘Inthis siuation, o poents should e nobad: First, the: Yemess
dronis==that My s iow altitude and al the same time trace a
lang path without being sdenifed and without running ot of
fusk—raming Saudi Aoabin that the Yomems hove aftained a
new capabilty and thal they are indead capable of reducing
Saiid ol expoits 4o Berd.

I effec, the dranes, that can carmy messies. and alsn consens
Tuied |0 ey cn complele Bheir mission], and sie capabie of
linreg acourataly at e Sand oil [pumping] shabions: in e ports
o e northisrh Resd Séi, hense Become & mghtmane Mo e
lnaders of Amernica, lsrasd and Savd Arabia, This was noad by
the LIAE foreign ministe, who said that [ihess capabillies] ane
A dangernys development in he Yemen war and more
genecally in the conficts in the region
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Marine ecosystems
endangered by tanker
sabotage in the Gulf

Tha Dinperatar Haripan seplenlon, left, hat cstantrophic enyleonmant sl

cotwnl puen s (Bt arnt cok )

el I s S = Satellite images have shown an oil
slick from one of the vesaels

dnpalidifte, targeted near UAE's Fujairah port
= Sabotaging of oll tankers in the Gulf
May 28, 2010
308 eaen as a threat to marine life and
biodiversity

DUBAL Sabotage attacks targeting four oil

tankers off the coast of the UAE™s Fujairah

£ port earlier this month not only highlighted a

0 new threat to maritime traffic but also
prompted a more immediate concern for

o environmentalists — the damage to

marine ecosystems.
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The warning comes after satellite imagery
from the US-based Planet Labs and Finnish
company [ceyve showed oil leaking from the
Saudi VLCC supertanker Amjad — one of the
four vessels targeted — and spreading over a
large area north of the Khor Fakkan section
of the Arabian Gulf, with ocean trackers now
monitoring the waters to determine the
potential environmental aftermath of the
incidents.

The attacks took place on May 12 east of
Fujairah port, cutside the Strait of Hormuz, a
narrow waterway through which most Gulf
oil exports pass and which Iran has
threatened to block in the event of a military
confrontation with the US. The attacks drew
strong condemmnation from the Arab League
and governments around the world.

& photograph oaptured on Moy 14 by the
Ewropean Space Agency shows ol [saking aftes
tha tsnkar attack in the Arabisn Gu¥, [ESA photo)

The ship was empty of erude oil, but it was
carrying fuel oil onboard. The oil spill is
estimated to be about 235 barrels, according
to TankerTrackers.com, an oil tanker
tracking service.
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Its co-founder, Samir Madani, told Arab
News: “We spotted this fuel oil spill on May 17
(the day after the image was captured) on
Planet Labs satellite imagery (they have 300
satellites lined up in an orbit to line-scan the
Earth’s surface on a daily basis) but waited a
few more days before being able to confirm
that it wasn't something else. As we saw that
on May 20, the spill had started dispersing
over a larger area north of Khor Fakkan.”

Now experts have warned that the attacks
may also threaten marine life and
biodiversity.

Madani said that depending on the grade of
oil, it will either float or sink based on
density. but warned that it could have a
longer-term impact on the surrounding
marine environment.

“Fuel oil is heavier than the average barrel of
crude oil, so there is a chance that it'll settle
to the bottom and pollute the marine life,” he
said. “Crude oil can be treated with
dispersants such as we've seen in incidents in
Kuwait, but we don't have enough knowledge
of what impact such chemicals have on
marine life, either.”
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The radar images captured by Iceve’s X2
satellite also detected a long trail leading
from the Amjad two days after the attack,
although it cannot state how much oil was
present. “0il on top of seawater is visible on
radar satellite imaging because it changes
the way the water surface reflects radio
waves,” explained Iceye CEO Rafal
Modrzewski.

“0il
formsa
laver
on top
of the

leeys CED Rafal Modrz ewski

seawater. This changes the water’s
viscosity, flattening and making the surface
smoother. As a result, oil on water appears
on the image as a dark patch.”
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According to the International Maritime
Organization (IMO), oil tankers transport
some 2,000 million tons of crude oil and oil
products every year around the world by sea.
Most of the time, oil is transported quietly
and safely. Measures introduced by the IMO
have helped to ensure that most oil tankers
are operated safely and are constructed to
reduce the amount of oil spilled in the event
of an accident.

However, when an accident involving ships
or oil rigs occurs, the ocean water becomes
contaminated by liquid petroleum
hydrocarbon, with oils spills not only killing
fish, marine mammals and birds but also
causing damage to beaches and

wildlife habitats.

“We run into spills all the time, and they are
mostly fuel oil,” said Madani. “The most
notorious area in the Gulf region is off the
coast of Iraq, at the Umm Qasr anchorage,
where there are a lot of ship-to-ship
transfers of fuel oil. and things get sloppy
when there’s no third vessel (tugboat) to
quarantine the spill with the help of an oil
boom.”
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Western Media Parrot Flawed Narrative on UAE Fujairah
“Sabotage”. Iran Taking the Blame

By Alireza Hashami Fiegion: Middls East & Norn Alrica
i . Therne Media Disnformaica
EAURRG e, Wiy 20, 2010 In-depih Repork FRAN: THE NEXT WAR?

=] = CE= O3 O
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The May 12 explosons off the coast of Fujarah, Unded Arab
Emirales—ore of the ol-shipping hubs across the globe-has become a
conlroversy shrouded i mystery thal could serve the merests of those
seeking escalgled fensans in fran relations

With details of the incident remaining obscure over a week laler, it's still
unciear what happened and who was behind the explosions.

But a close ook al the coverage of the incident by Westermn corporate
media ndicates they parmoted the UAE/Sauds narratve and assisted them to cover up the real magnitude
of the incident, instead of practicing skeptical professional ppumalism

Media also worked hand i hand with the two oil kingdoms and also some westem govemments to
imphcate Iran in the case.

This 5 while there are plausible reasons those governments could have mcentives 1o distort the genuine
account and point 2 finger at Iran

What Happened?

The incident was first emerged on May 12 moming by the Beins-based TV channel Al-Mayadeen, which
quated "Gull sources” as saying explosions were heard at the port, and seven ships anchored nearby had
been damaged

The Fujasrah Media Office mitially dismissed the reports, insisting & was business as usual at the port

In the ewvening, however, the LAE Foresgn Ministry released a short, vague statement that acknowledged
the incident but sought to play it down

The siatement saad only “four” of what it calied "commercial vessels” had suffered "sabotage” near s
territonal waters close to Fugairah, and there were no inunes, and no spill of chemicals or fuel

Act of Sabotage?

Cutlets in Russia, Inda, Iran and elsewhere immediately picked wup the Al Mayadeen report, but the
Western agencies were siient until hours later when the LIAE issued its staternent
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Russian, Iranian and Indian publications including the Times of India picked up the story from Al Mayadeen and
reported there had been explosions.

Even after the Western agencies published reports on the incident, they simply repeated the UAE and
Saudi narrative. Typically, Westerm news media echoed the “sabotage® as if it were fact, sourcing their
information to the Saudi and Emirati officials. As an example, Time headlined one of its stories “The U.S
lssues a Warning Amid Reports of Ships Being Sabotaged off the UAE Coast”

At this time, there was no verifiable information about the "sabotage.” All they had were claims from Saudi
and UAE officials, the same people who claim people disappear into thin air while in consulates, or that
Yemeni children are massacred in air strikes by “mistake,” or that political dissidents are “terrorists” who
must be beheaded by sword (FAIR org, 5/15/19)

Advocates or Journalists?
The Westem agencies chose not to question the UAE/Saudi claims about what had happened,

Instead, some agencies inquired claims disputing the UAE/Saudi narrative, perhaps to further legitimize
their account of the incident. As an instance, Reuters (5/12/19) contacted "trading and industry sources”
and wrote in the third paragraph of its article that “operations were running smoothly” at the port.

READ MORE: “Unholy Alliance™ between Saudi Arabia and Israel. A US-lran Nuclear Deal Would
Trigger Regional Political Re-alignments

Moreover, the US-based Associated Press (5/12/19) reported that claims by the "pro-iran” Al-Mayadeen
that "explosions had struck Fujairah's port” were “false” after it spoke to Emirati officials and local
witnesses. AP makes the accusation in the lead of its main article on the incident, indicating the agency
wants to put particular emphasis on its claim. The Al-Mayadeen report attributed to “Gulf sources” might
contain some inconsistencies, but it seems AF appeared more like an advocate for the UAE and Saudi
Arabia than a neutral news agency just doing its job.

Most other Western news media adopted the same reliance on the official Saudi and Emirati claims.
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Playing Favorites

One wonders if Western outlets would treat the incident the same way if Saudi Arabia or the UAE were not
chent states whao lavishly exchange their nations' petrodollars for the West's suppart

And this is not something new. The westem outlets, claimed to be freest and fairest in the world, have for
a very, very long time been favonng Saudi Arabia and its wealthy Arab neighbours in their reporting.

An interesting illustration is New York Times, which for over 70 years has been working to put the Saudi
family in a good light, according to a report

A more recent example was the case of Jamal Khashogoi's slaughter. Four days into the late journalist’s
disappearance, the Saudi government gave an exclusive tour of the building to Reuters to demaonstrate
that Khashoggi was not there Amusingly, Reuters quates Saudi consul-general Mohammad al-Otaibi as
saying there was no footage of Khashoggi inside the building as “the consulate was equipped with
cameras but they did not record footage™ However Reuters refuses to bring into question al-Ctaibi's
account, as if the whole report was an expensive advertorial

The same Western agencies who seem so credulous when citing SaudiEmirati claims are highly
skeplical toward assertions by official enemies like Iran. As an illustration, some Western agencies sought
to cast doubt on kran's official account in 2017 when it launched missile aftacks against ISIS positions in
Syria, Reuters, for example, wrote in an anticle that it could not independently verify the report” that Iran
had targeted ISIS. In another instance, the Associaled Press called into question an lranian rocket launch
in 2017 by headlining its report, “Iran Claims Launch of Satellite-Carrying Rocket Into Space.”
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Iran Taking Blame

Maie than nine days nla the ncidert, ifle indormabon bas been offersd an what sort of weapon was usad
and who did &
Yet many Yeslem meda inked the incident 1o the Fan/US standofl and went into detail regarding ran's
rofe in the regon, imphang thal iran was the mamn culpnt. Many oullets, notably BBC, Reuters, and AP,
covered extensively claims by the LS officials that iran was maost Bkely behind the case but failed 1o report
Irar's position

This is while frarean officials almost mmediately condemned the attacks, with ran's Foreign Mmnistry
SpokeSpErsan Wamng against & "conspracy wehestratad by il-wishers® and “adventunism by foreigners”
ta undermne the Gulf region’s stabdity and secunty

False Flag Operation?

Takiryg irlo acecun] the incident came at & paricularly sarsiive Bme in the region gnd as the US =
sleppng up 85 “maxumum pressre” campagn aganst Tehran, one could eamly argue the explosions
could be a well-plannad false-Rag operation organzed by a state actor to ncita hostiliies with kan

& Mayadesn first broke the news oil tankers anchored just off the coast wom on fie

Bt given the LS pavernment's sagemess to make accusatons aganst Tehran and the carparete media's
wilingness fo sugoes Iranian cuipability, il appears thal this modenl could be seized upon by those eager
ta see tensions with kan escalate

With the resulls of & ol iveshgaban by the LAE, the US and France 1o be announced in the oormmg
days, one could anbicipate westem govemments who hawe been besy wreaking havoc in the Midde East
far the past couple of decades to rush 1o Bccuse an of disnupting peace in the region and call for
measunes 1o pratect “securly” and “stabiy” in the Persian Gulf

The UAE has refused o elaborale on the nature of the "sabotage.” perhaps 1o prepare the ground for @
powerful Smear campaign agains Fan, aided by oullefs who feel no compunction aboul presentng
unsubstiuted clams as unchalenged facts

Lat's hope the world has become smart encugh nat 1o be fooled inlo buying bes
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Abu Dhabi’s position as a trade
hub receives major boost

Two of the world's
largest vessels arrive
at CsP Abu Dhabl
Terminal

ABU DHAEI
Staff Report

bu Dhabi's position as a

major trade hub along Chi-

1a's Belt and Rosd Initia
tive (BRI) received a boost after
two of the world's largest mega
vessels arrived at CSP Aba Dhab
Terminal operated by China's
Cosco Shipping Ports Limited
(CSP).

Abu Dhabi is trying to posi-
tion itsell as a major trade hub
in the region and has invested
billions of dirhams in boost-
ing infrastructure, especially at
Khalifa Port.

Cosco shipping built a ter
minal known as CSP Abu Dhabi
Terminal at a cost of Dh1.1 bil
Hon. The terminal opened last
December.

“The arrival of both the MV
Coseo Shipping Solor and Pisces
is a milestone moment for Abu
[Dhabi Ports and its partner,
CSP. Not only does it demon-
strate our growth as a hub port
in the region, but also our po-
gition as the heart of Cosco's

Caurtesy: Ao Dhabl Terminal

m MY Cosco Shipping's Solar at Khalifa Port. With a capacity of
21,000 TEU (twenty foot equivalent units), the vessel is the
largest ship ever 1o call at the port.

network in the Middle East,”
said Captain Mohammad Juma
Al Shamsi, CECQ at Abu Dhabi
Ports Company.

The ships MV Cogco Ship
ping Solar and Pisces — are the
third and fourth mainline vessels
o pass through CSP Abu Dhabi
Terminal. With a capacity of
1,000 TEL {twenty fool equiva-
lent units), Solar, which arrived
on May 25, is the langest ship ever
to call at Khalifa Port. The Pisces
has a capacity of 20,000 TEUs.

“The container industry is
constantly leoking for ways to

improve efficiency, and the use
of mega-vessels to cut costs and
time is a trend shaping the future
of the sector. We have ensured
that through CS5P Abu Dhabi
Terminal, Khalifa Port is able o
handle the largest vessels of to-
day and adapt to those of tomor
row, ™ said Al Shamsi.

CSF Abu Dhabi Terminal is the
result of a 35-wear agreement
between Abu Dhabi Ports and
Cosco Ports, and forms part of a
five-vear strategy by Abu Dhabi
Ports to strengthen the maritime
sector in Abu Dhabi.
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KHALIFA PORT RECEIVES MEGA-VESSELS

CSP Abu Dhabi Terminal at Khalifa Port has received two of the world's largest mega-vessels within less
than a month — cementing Abu Dhabi's position as a global maritime hub. The ships — MV. Cosco Shipping
Solar and Pisces — are the third and fourth main line vessels to pass through C5P Abu Dhabi Terminal since
it started trial operations in April 20, 2019, — Supplied photo
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