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On The Cusp Of War:
Why Iran Won't Fold

By Yossef Bodansky - May 19, 2019, 2:.00 PM CDT

AL Join Oor Commuanity

iran's Suprems Leader, Ayalollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei, on
May 14, 2019 — a week after US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo had visited Baghdad and reporiediy met with a
semol iraman official — determined the course of his country's
current crisis imohang the US and issued directives 1o the
partinent authontias

Khamenei comvenad a closed meeting with "the heads of
power branches”, key senior afficers and officials, jurisls and
Majiis members. He discussed and analyzed the curment
situation, and then outlined Tehran's next moves. ran would do
its wmost to avoid war with the US while relenthessly pursuing
its ascent as a prominent regional powes.

Throughout, he said, there would be no further negoliations
with the LS.

Iran’'s refusal 1o negoliale with the LUIS” Khameane explained,
stemmed from the realization that “negotiating with current US
Govemment is toac”. it was through negobations that “the US
seaks to lake Iran’s strengihs away”, meaning to have lran
unikterally “surrender its defensive power” and “ils sirategic
regicnal influence”
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Khamenei described a US offer to discuss the range of Iran’s
ballistic missiles. "Reduce the range so you would not be able
to hit our bases," the US demanded, according to Khamenei.
He emphasized that “talks onlran’s strengths, including the
missile power and regional influence [are] foolish”.

Khamenei was confident that “there was not going to be any
war" between the US and Iran, and thus the confrontation
would not be “a military one”. Khamenei stressed that “there
will not be a military confrontation as neither Iran nor the US
seeks war because the Americans know that the war will not
be beneficial for them”. Under these circumstances, Iran would
continue its surge relying on proxies — “the resistance” — as
the main instrument for confronting all foes. "The resistance is
Iran’s only absolute choice,” he emphasized. “The Iranian
nation’s definite option will be resistance in the face of the U5,
and in this confrontation, the U5 would be forced info a
retreat,” Khamenei explained. “Neither we nor they, who know
war will not be in their interest, are after war”
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The [ranian nation was, he said. mobilized behind Tehran.
Khamenei observed that “as a result of the US threats, hatred
fowards the LIS among the Iranians has increased by more
than 10 times"

Khamene concluded by stating that “the [ranian military forces
are more prepared and vigilant than ever.” He repeated that in
pursuing its “policy of confrontation with the Islamic Republic
too, the US will definitely suffer defeat, and [the outcome] will
end up to our benefit”

Khamenei and official Tehran have every reason to be
confident, given the reaction of the US, Saudi Arabia, and the
Gulf States to the series of violent provocations against their
il infrastructure which began on May 6, 2019

The first confirmed attack took place on May 6, 2019, inthe
Saudi Arabian port of Yanbu on the Red Sea. A number of
powerful explosions rocked the port area and heavy black
smoke billowed. Reportedly. an unmanned, remotely-
controfled bomb-boat hit an ol leading pier, selting it and
nearby facibties aflame. There were also unconfirmed reports
that Yanbu was struck by rockets fired from the Red Sea

Riyadnh was able to suppress mast reports through tight control
over the electronic media

On May 8, 2019, a small cargo ship carrying about 6 000
gallons of diesel, 300 tires and 120 vehicles burst into flames
in the Sharjah Port in the United Arab Emirates (UAE) AR13
crewmembers were rescued but the ship was completely
destroyed. Arson or sabotage were suspected because
explosions were heard, and the fire stafed at three spals
almost simuftaneously and spread rapidly.

Once again, the Saudis helped the UAE authorties to quickly
SUppPress most reporting.




Pri N
[PARC

Publication

Oilprice.com

Page

1

Date

21/05/2019

Value ($)

3250

Related: Middie East Tensions Put Qil Markets On Edge

On May 12, 2019, four or five tfankers were hit by underwater
and/or near-waterline explosions near the port of Fujairah in
the UAE. Fujairah is the distribution end of the key oil and
natural gas pipeline-corridor aimed to alleviate the need for
tankers to use the Strait of Hormuz. Two Saudi tankers
suffered “heavy structural damage” in the attack. Additional
strikes were launched against oil tanks in the main tank farm,
but these were blocked by the protective facilities so that the
damage was minimal or negligible. The expert assessment is
that the attacks were carnied out by highly-trained and
well-equipped frogmen who most likely arrived from the Iranian
side of the Gulf. The attackers were trained and equipped by
members of the Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC:
Fasdaran) special Forces — particularly the Sepah Navy
Special Force — an independent Takavar unit of the IRGC
Navy based on the Greater Farur Island in the Persian Gulf —
and the Imam Hossein [Marines] Brigade based in Bandar
Abbas.
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As before, even though multiple explosions were heard all
over the area, the Fujairah authorties initially insisted that
‘there had been no fire or explosion at the port™. This time
however, the perpetrators were ready. The HizbAllah-linked
Al-Mayadeen news channel aired a detailed report with
maps, as well as the names and hull numbers of the afttacked
tankers. They were accurate. Al-Mayadeen and other Shi'ite
outlets were persistent, despite the initial denials by UAE
officials, and ultimately the UAE had to acknowledge that “four
commercial vessels” were hit by “acts of sabotage” at
Fujairah. The next day, Saudi Energy Minister Khalid al-Falih
conceded that two Saudi oil tankers suffered "significant
damage” in the "apparent sabotage aftack”.

In the early morning hours of May 14, 2019, seven "suicide”
bomb-drones — most likely the Iranian Qasef-1 unmanned
aerial vehicles (UAVs) — struck two oil pumping stations in
Dawadmi and Afeef, west of Riyadh. Fire broke out and put
the stations out of order Reconnaissance UAVs broadcast
images of the strike to the Sanaa area The drones were
controlled from IRGC-controlled facilities at the Sanaa Air
Base in Yemen. (Unconfirmed reports suggested that the
UAVs were launched from the ABS airport in north-westemn,
Yemen closer to the Saudi border )
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Throughoul, Bere has been 8 marked sscakabion of e
shootng and sabolage: dashes with Shi'‘ite ihaoiss in
esstem Saud Arabia, especaly he Cabf srea, and
rumiphboding Gull Slales mpnncipls. Ripadh ard Abu ek
acknowiedge cishes only when the secunly lorces Suffer
fataliias. Cher inCidents ane concaaked

Howewnt these incidents wane sufficiont for Riyadh to seoesy
dedlare an emengency in the entre al-Shamiyah jeastem)
region. According to Saudi apposbion eaders, Fiyads
afdered full mobikzation of al Giound Foices and kaional
Guaed unitz. They publshed an prder issued by Col
Mohammead in Hasser al-Harkd, & Ground Focas
commanda i akShancyysh, al al forces be pad on hegh alerd
wather the nexl 72 bows. As well Hatoral Guard Forces wene
dspalched lo alShaigveh bom ceffcal Sauch Aiaksa 1n ordei
10 prote] 0o wetls, refnenes and ofl ports. AR médinary and
Dua Bave was Lanieliad

Ofcial Tehman derdnd amy assocaton with the “mescrel”
scross the Guf, and even hinted at Erack false fag
privocaions airmed 1o diag the LS mlo war agains! iran

Hovewar a5 incated and Vansiaied by MEMR] (Middls Easl
Mectia Aesaarch insthsa), sevenad iranian senor joumaksis
from R C-afilated organs identfied the perpeirioes in heir
Tweets On May 12, 2019, Amin Aratichahi, the direcior ol the
IR G- alfkated Tasmm news agency in Bhorasan Proaace,
st abeu the ngodiance of Fugaiah as "the sole Hebne
For the expan of o from the UAE and Saud Amabia”, and
added that “the giys of the lslamic Ressierce set bre® o the
parl. The US “should knos that the war stared yaars aga Wa
& m s fral moments *

Ao on May 12, 2019, Hamed Rahm-Pour, the edior of (he
miematonal section of the IRGC-afiiabed Kiorasas Daxy
radled thal “dll o opfions ane on'The labke” in Be alsrmat ol
e afscke of Do Yanbu & Fujrah The ol &onad
Micugh these twi pors was meant ‘1o replece kanian ol
Ty resceivieal Such A how that they dide’l undarstand wha #
e toml®

On Blay 14, 2040, he addressad B cofmng escalstion. TThe
sope of the PUS] mar against ban should nof be delinsd ol
oy gantic US airceal camers, of jis] siralegic bombars.
stationed in Oatar, or the F-2% hghter planes. The rangs and
scope of the possitic war against iran may be definod hy
quied sftrations ol Fyaimh, Yanby, and Golan, and dozens of
ofed poi s i he regeon "

A0 on May 14, 2019, Hesamaddin Astena, a senior poiical
achaser fo ranian Pras. Hassan Rouhare, responded o a
Tweet fom US Pres Donald Tmp. “fou wanied a befter deal
with Imn. Looks liox you ane going o gel a war mstead That's
il happers wheti pou blen 1o e muslache Good bk i
202017
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Urnabedy and even i for andy & shod Bme, kan and ils prodes
were able 10 shist cown comnpletely the oil expaonts. of Sawd
Arabia and the Gul Statas trom non-Sias of Hommue venes
With tha wable kanian Breat ko shipping wa the Strai of
Hoemwe undispuled, Tedwan had proven its poinl ian coud
vt disven e expon of ol fram the entire Arabian Peninsula

Tefwar's cverall approack is based on the “war on ol doctine
adopted In the Summes of 2005, Al AKbar Hashems
Rafsangn_ than the Expedwency Counal Chaimman ard Iran's
mcrs influemial sirategis!, amstuliled the importance of a
natioral ool wal sirateqy. He called Tor 8 Comprehensive war
plan— a "Hig Bang” srategy — wieth would drastically akar
tha strategc posiune n e Middie East and the giobal
conliantalion with e LS-led Wesl, by depihing B West ol
Slable of supples. The ‘war on il was adoplad as e
natioral straleqy by than Fres. Mahmoud Ahman-Negad

Thie sirategy is shil vadd

A 0IL_

THE ULTIMATE RESOURCE FOR
- ENERGY PROFES S_lﬂHA LS

fagd

#An Inside LoglyAt What's
y Hapgening in Enefgy Markets?
| ":.,1 1 : |

The sirategy was based an a three hernng approach

The first Tienfmg — The Core — aems to alack and desrupt
tha producion and transporting of oil and gas i $ha areas
immeediately Ssumounding Iien. Tebran planned on
implernanting its contingency plans through vanous fnces
froem oveer and cover! acts of war by Fanian forces (o 8 mynad
of terranst shikes and covert oparasans by a web of both
Shi'ile mndl Sunni amislifadvel groups. Th masin missans
of the: framian for0es and e proxies inchuded bIotking Te
Strail of Hormuz and desiroysng ol installahons inthe Persian
Gadf, siniong tankers m e Persian Guf and the Arabian Saa,
sheling ol insalalions i e easlein pais of e Ansbian
Perireula (should teransm faill, and covedtly assisling gl
forcas m destroying fag's energy infrasinaciume

The spacial trasning programs which were establshad in
Winter 2005-06 to lacikale implementation of the “war on oif
tanve vasly espanded since then
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Tha regpon's Sales are cogniant of $he imnian designs and
Tehwar's celerminalion b implement Fem. Even kan's closes]
s are concamad aboul thie COPSEUBNCES of & major
escalabion in & dash wih the LS. Henca, on May 12, 2019,
Qatari Foraign Mirister Shaikh Mohammead bin Abdulrshman
tin Jassim &l Tharne went 1o Tehran on 'what was supposed bo
b2 @ sechel wisil. Accorting bo Gatan semor ofkcals, he came
‘o halp head off the deepening cnsis betwesn e US, Ian
and regeanal powers'. He offerad iramian Fanesgn Minisier
Javad Zanl b0 "open new avenues 1o resobe the giowing chsis
e iran and the Undad Stales and edsa the vilalle
situation” before it was foo late

Acknowiedging the mmpartance al tha new hic created
Isbansient [, Turkey, and Gatar, Foreign Minister Mohammed
al-Thani promised o work oul modalities for preventng the
LIS from using e Al-Lideid air base He pleadad for ime fo
diefise Washinglon, and wged kan lo refrain from escalaling
the: war cn oil in the nedr futune — pamkouary inthe Parsian
Guf area

For Tehran, howeves, there remains an uvesokad issue: How
1o handie o LS forces depioyed throughout the Middie Eas],
and ol st in Te Persian Gull area

Related: Stalemate In Libya Could Gause Next Major Oil
Supply Qutags

indeed, LS forces take an acte past in blocking the advance
of lrarsan and kan-Praxy forces n Syria, rag, and,
increasingly, Yemen LIS forces ain ard acuip sl prias
which Clash welhn Irain's Shite mikbas. Inmary cases, the LIS
provides heary atibery and air support 1o prosy focces inboth
Syfia-and Faq when they conliont Shiibe miklias

Thee: queslion asose i eary Apil 2019, ance Tefran
commitied to escalating the confrontalion with Saudi Arabia
inciucing Soppéing the House of akSaud Until the Spong of
2010, the | and thesr p e el iy caufious
whesn confronting LIS Torces, but the aniicipaled assemvensss
necezsitaten & new policy

By mic-Apel 2019, e mutihada of the iaman and iran-prosy
operations emacaped by Qoos Force Commander Ma) -Gan
Cassemn Soleimani and his staff strongly suggested the
parssibilly of intaized nebon wilh LS forees throuphen e
greaker Mdddle Easl. Haveng consuled with the lop eadership
in Tefran, Solesmani authornzed kanian and ran-prooy faces
1o clash wilh LIS forces i they operated &S a ip-wing aimed o
prevent iranian operations and iran's ascenl, and if the US
oroas achively supporied (espacially by artibery and air
shikes) ocal anb-ran loroes
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The reverberations of this decision were the crux of the
Imtedigence wamings the LS recened from |srael.

By earty May 2019, Tehran became even more confident in its
ahility to withstand localized fighting with LIS forces. On April
2820 2019, the Turkush military killed a LES soldier in
Kobane, northern Syria. He was & member of the 1015t
Airbome Division. He was killed while with the US-sponsared,
predominantly Kurdish Synan Democratic Forces (SDF). The
Trkish milary attacked the Kurdish positions. The next day,
the LIS only neshed to conceal the incident and did not even
protest the Turkish attack on the Kurdish forces

Hence, Sobeimani and [RGC Commander Maj -Gen Hossein
Salami decided to further révisil the restraining orders on tha
Iranian and Fan-proy fosces. Givan the high akes imohed
— Ihe sirategic Iranian surge 1o regional prominence
hraughodt the greater Middke East — Solaimani and Salami
concluded thal the risk of fricton and calized clashes was
wamanied. Khamenel agreed with the IRGC commanders and
endorsed thalr audacity. With a sironger mandate from
Fhamenal, Sokeiman has been ravelng in g and Syra
since sarly May 2019, coondirating with his ales and proxies
e mead Froves.

In kew of Khamene!'s instructions, the Iraman sunge seems
likely to keep expanding and escalating

Tehran is capializing on the need for kanian and lran-prosy
forces i kdib as the Synan offensive escalates Tehran is also
emboldenad by the growing wulnerability and coming
implasion of Saudi Arabia as a result of the new purges by
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman al-5a'ud. indeed,
Saudi opposition officials concluded after May 10, 2019, that
Saudi Arabia could not face lran successhilly

A study by eurrent amd former Saudi sentor officials stated that
"Saud Arabia Is not prapared for an intemational
corfrontation with Iran, because the economy, miklary, and
intermal front [the tnbal popuiation] are nod in the suppon of tha
government " Tehran obtained & copy of the study. Hence, as
Iran Is geting mone audacious and assedive, the kkedhood of
a clash with LS forces is growing.
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