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POETFOLID Abu Dhabi Ports = UAE Innovation Week
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Abu Dhabi Set To Welcome Jalesh Cruises

& Tanewsdetwork & 14 Moy 2009

Thie Dhgiaetmien] of Ciillies §nd Tossiebm - Ak Dihahi (DCT Al Dhabi| has snsdunced (el the
wpeneg Al Dokl crulse seasom will be Bakitared by new tnerarks from indla's Jalesh
Crites, wivd are-operating the region for the vany frst Time

Jalesh Cruises’ ship Karnika will make s total of 16 calis to Abu Dhabi Craise Teminad aver the
courss of the gusnmes, part of several sew thres 1o sin night tinecares fooen Mambai to S
UAE, Othisr pavts of call on the [teeraries indisde Sir Bani ¥a Istandl, Duhai and Musest in

Oman.

Thee eflux of Wouists [rom these new cruises 4 profecied 10 inrease visites numbers by e

ke ot eliping, fovaserdis DCT Abu Dalsl hitting s yearky targed of 420,000 cnesse wisitan.

Speed Al Dhahrl, Dirsclor of Tousism, Special aterest, BCT Abu Dhabi said, "We e wery
plrased with this sdw addition 10 our already vibrant Ahu Dhabd onutse season. India & oneof
our key target markets for townism, and these new itinerarses are set bo being a significant
mumber of travellers fram e country T our shores throughout the sammer. We look
forward to welomng Jalesh Cruises o our emiraie for the first time, and hope that thiswill
B just T STarTal & long and fegitlul paetnenship,”

Serped by Hee state-of-the-art Abu Dhabi Cruise Terminal, Ao Dhabi weloomes leading
irfernational cruise lines which ofer Rineraried originating from Al Dhali or vsiling B

destination as a port-al-call

Abu Dhabi also boasts the region's only dedicased cruise stopover beach on Sir Bani Yas
etand, the first of ils ined in the Arabaan Guil

Jalesh Cnsizes is indis's first multi-destination omise line, with Rineraries designad and
custamized for the indian sadiente as well 3= foreigners visiting India to expeiance iBe

flavour of Indian oeure, food and hospitality.
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FUJAIRAH

Edday 14 MY

Four commercial ships were targeted with sabotage operations off the coast of
Fujairah. The UAE did not blame any country or other party for the operation. It
did not identify the vessels beyond saying they were of various nationalities. The
incident did not resulted in spills or any casualties.

FUJAIRAH

s What is it? Fujairah = ane of the ssven smirates that make up the United Aralby Emerates [LIAE])

= Lacation: 1tis the only emirates in UAE that has 3 coastline solely on the Gulf of Oman and none on
the Parsian Guil

= Capital Clity: Fujairah City.

= Fujairah Port: it 5 3 deep port located in Fugairah, itis the largest port on the eastern seaboard of
the Uinited Arab Emirates and the world second largest bunkering hub.

Sooree AR Indla Rads
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any observers have interpreted recent attacks on UAE an

Saudi shipping and oil facilities as a result of yet another

UseE Uis

round of escalation in the US-Iran conflict, losing sight ofjens 2

the underlying message behind Iran’s orchestrated action.

Iran seeks to show it can disrupt oil exp... I Trump, China and the art of no deal
bypass the Strait of Hormuz, a narrow waterway traversed by one-titth
of the world’s oil supply that Iran has threatened to close off in case of
contlict. By attacking shipping and oil facilities, Iran is showing off its
ability to disrupt the Arab Gulf states’ contingency measures and to put

the region’s entire export of oil and gas at risk.

Tensions between the US and Iran have risen sharply in recent weeks as
the two sides have traded threats over Iran’s oil exports. In April, US
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo announced that Washington would end
waivers on all purchases of Iranian oil effective May 1 as part of its
“maximum pressure” campaign against Tehran. The Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC), designated as a terrorist entity by
the US last month, hit back, threatening to close off the Strait of

Hormuz should Iran be banned from using it.
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The face-off escalated
sharply when, on May 5,
national security adviser
John Bolton said the US
was mobilizing a carrier
strike group and bomber
task force to the Persian
Gulf in response to
unspecified threats from
Iran or its proxy groups to
US interests. The move, he claimed, was intended as a “clear and
unmistakable message to the Iranian regime.” The IRGC replied by
describing the aircraft carrier, the USS Arlington, as more of a target
than a threat.

On May 12, a series of explosions targeted four vessels near the United
Arab Emirates’ Fujairah Port in the Gulf of Oman. The explosions,
which UAE authorities described as “sabotage,” damaged two Saudi, one
Emirati and one Norwegian oil tanker but left the port intact. Two days
later, Saudi Arabia announced that two of Aramco’s oil pumping
stations situated to the west of Riyadh were the targets of a drone
attack. The attack has since been claimed by Iran-backed Houthi rebels

in Yemen.
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So far, Saudi Arabia and the UAE have reacted with caution. The UAE
Foreign Ministry called on the “international community to assume its
responsibilities,” eschewing any reference to the culprits’ identity.
Meanwhile, Saudi Energy Minister Khalid Al Falih made an indirect
reference to Iran by highlighting the need “to face terrorist entities,
including the Houthi militias in Yemen that are backed by Iran.”

Although the UAE and Saudi Arabia have not yet pinned the blame on
Iran, a team of US military investigators has reportedly concluded that
Iran or its proxy groups were likely responsible for the attacks on the
oil tankers near Fujairah. Moreover, the Houthis’ public claim of
responsibility for the attack on the Aramco’s facilities is another
indicator of Iranian involvement. Iran has nurtured a web of allies and
proxy groups across the region that allow it to extend the reach of its

operations while maintaining deniability.
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If reports of Iranian involvement are
accurate, it is likely that the attacks
were designed to demonstrate
Tehran'’s ability to target all of the
region’s oil and gas exports, including
those that do not flow through the
narrow waters of the Strait of

Hormuz

If reports of Iranian
involvement are accurate, it
is likely that the attacks were
designed to demonstrate
Tehran's ability to target all
of the region’s oil and gas
exports, including those that
do not flow through the
narrow waters of the Strait of
Hormuz. The attacks suggest
that Iran intends to make
good on President Hassan

Rouhani's recent threat that “if one day they want to prevent the

export of Iran’s oil, then no oil will be exported from the Persian Gulf.”

In response to Iran’s repeated threats of closing off the strait, the Arab

monarchies had for years drawn up plans to bypass the narrow

passageway. Such plans involve routing oil and trade supplied by land
either to the Gulf of Oman via the UAE or across Saudi Arabia to the Red
Sea. This month's attacks may be meant to demonstrate Iran's ability to

counter such contingency measures, and thereby to put the region’s

entire oil export at risk.
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The peculiar nature of the Houwthi drone attack on Arameo’s pumping
stakions seems to support this view. In the past, the Houthis" use of
drones and missiles on Saudi or Emirat] territory seemed intended to
maximize the ps)':i‘nl.aﬂi.dj effect on civilian pu‘pul:tims. Although
the Houthis have targeted Saudi oil assets in the past, attecks usually
have been to Aramco facilities close to the Yemeni border in Asir or
Jizan, or aimed at Saudi oll tankers at sea.

By comtrast, the most recent attack targeted pumping stations located
in sparsely populated regions west of Rivadh, indicating that the
bntended effect was fot to spur clvilian terror. Rather, these stathons are
important precisely bacause they help trassport oil frem Saud] Arabda’s
Frelds in the sast to the part of ¥anbu in the Red Sea, I.']'u-.r:by :l]nwing
thie oil to bypass the Strait of Hormuz completely.

Simnilarly, the UAE's Fujairah Port derives its stralegic importance from
its location. Situated just south of the Strait of Hormuz, the port could
also allow the UAE to bypass an franian attempt to block oil exports
traveling through the strait in case of military conflict. The Pujairah odl
terminal, which in 2012 beasted a capacity of just under 2 millian
barrels per day, already receives oil from the Habshan fields in Abu
Dhaki,

Far Fran, the strategic ratinnale behind the attacks is to raise
exponentially the cost of military conflict for the U3 and its allies in the
Gulf region, Like Iran, Arab Gulf states rely overwhelmingly on the
export of oil and gas for income. Interrupting the region’s ol and gas
exports would also case global energy prices to skyrocket, dealing
damage to the US sconcmy that relies on cheap energy.

Fimally, although leaders in both the US and ean insdst that they do sot
wanit war, their actions u].ti:natzly spe‘.l}. louder than their words.
Through a reckless display of brinksmanship, the two sides have set

themselves ot a perilous yet avoidable path of escalation whose
consequences could spell disaster for all those invalved.

This article was provided to Asia Times by Syndication Fureau, wiich
holds copyright.
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Tue 14-05-2019 2323 PM

Fujairah Ruler re-affirms continuing expansion of Port of Fujairah

FUIIRAH, 1ath May, 2019 (WAM) -- HH Shetkh Hamad bin Mohammad & Shargi, Supreme Council Member and Ruler of Fujairah, has underlined the
paramount importance of boosting the Port of Fujairah's operations and enhancing its capabilities as part of UAE's transformationat development drive
and in kne with the priorities of the National Agenda, the UAE Vision 2021 and the UAE Centennial 2071.

Shelkh Hamad made the remarks while inspecting the ongoing development of the port today, in the presence of HH Sheikh Mahammed bin Hamad bin
Mohammed Al Shargl, Crown Prince of Fujairah
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The Fujuirah Ruler doobled on the growing economic impartance of the port, highlighting its regonal and international status as & major bunkenng and

ENETEY b

While Following up thie routine port bunkering and freight -handing operations, Sheih Harmaed painted out that the developmant af the port has beon
ongoing for decades, citing the current plans to strengthan the port infrastructure, induding the deepening of berths and the estab¥shment of guays and

SUDFEEE Areas o increase s capadity and enable the arrival of Brger vessels coming from the Arabisn Gull, Indian Ocean and indian Subcantingnt

He highlghted port's modern equpment and leadng Tadlities, moting that all measuies are besng taxen o saleguard the ol nvestments n the port's

ares and epsure socially and econamically responsible investing movernent

Shesih Harmad also highlghted ongoing efforts to enter strategic immestment partnerships conducive to bolstening e signilicant statues of the port as a
giobal undering hub

Hi added that the part's additional operational capacity - inthading the installation of atvanced cargo-ifting equipment, should be brought an-line by
2021, enabling It to handle larger vessels and provide better services

Shelkh Harmad was accomipamiod as weell by HH Sheikh D Rashid bn Hamad Al Shargl, Chairman of the Fyarah Culture and Media Authaoriby: HH
Shesh Maktoum bin Hamad M Shargl, Chalrman of the Fusirah Sports and Cultura Club;, Mohamimed Saeed M Dhanham, Director of the Fujaerah Ermin
Dinwdn; Sademn Al Zahmil, Director al the (4Tice of the Fujgirah Crown Prince, and Captain Mowsa Morad, General Manager al the Fuairah Part
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Iran FM Calls UAE Vessel
Explosions ‘Suspicious’

By WP Editorisd Staff - May 14, 207% - 104

Mature and ¥Wikdlif

Social Hatms

Spoet

Iran’'s foreign minister has described the recent vessel
explosions near the Emirati port city of Fujairah as
‘'suspicious’, saying such moves in the Middle East are
aimed at provoking tension in the region.

Mohammad Javad Zanf made the comment after meeting his

Indian counterpart Sushma Swaraj in MNew Delhi on Tuesday.,

“In the mesating, we discussed the existing concems over
suspicious moves and acts of sabotage m the region, and
announced that we had already predicted such actions [would
occur] to gger tension in the region,” said the top Iranian

diplomat.
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The United Arab Emirates said on Sunday that four commercial
vessels were targeted by what it called "sabotage operations”

near the territonal waters of the country.

Later on Monday, the Saudi energy ministry said two of the
vessels were Saudi oil tankers which have been severely

damaged in the incidents.

A UAE foreign ministry statement said the incident took place

near Fujairah port, without causing casualties.

The country further announced that it has launched a probe in
coordination with international bodies. The statement came

hours after Abu Dhabi denied reports of blasts in Fujairah.
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Iran, India Discuss JCPOA Developments

In his Tuesday remarks, Zanf said
he has also discussed with his
Indian counterpart the latest
developments pertaining to the
Iran nuclear deal known as the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA) as well as
Tehran’s actions in that regard.

"The Indian foreign minister and

other sides also stressed the

importance of Iran reaping the

benefits of the JCPOA and called for necessary actions to be
adopted,” said Zarnif.

He said among the topics discussed were regional issues as well
as the dangers facing the Middle East as a result of the policies

adopted by radicals within the US ruling elite and in the region.

The Iranian foreign minister added Tehran-New Delhi trade and

mutual cooperation on energy were also discussed.
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Iran warns of ‘conspiracy’ over sabotaged

vessels near Fujairah port
i in International Shipping News [0 14/05/2019

Iran’s Foreign Ministry is warming against “conspiracy crchestrated by
ill-wishwers” and “adventunsm by foregrers” over the acts of sabotage
agairst four vessels off the coast of the United Arab Emirales.

Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman Abbas Mousayi on Monday
expressed concermns over the mcident and sad there should be more
infarrmation aboul whal exactly happened

Irar, which is embroiled nan escalateng war of words with the United States over sanclions
ard the US military's presence in the region, moved to distance itself on Monday

Several Iramian journalists at mews agencies and daily newspapers afiliated with Iran's
Revolutionary Guards, like Tasnim, Fars, and Khorasan, said that the "sons of the resistance”™
were behend the targeling of the four commercial vessels

The term “sons of the resistance” is often wsed by framan regime officials Lo describe
politicians and military men. The iranian media also uses it to refer to wings and militias
affiliated with Iran in the region

In ancther bereet. the head of the Tasnim news agency in the Morth Khorasan Province, Amin
Arabshahi said “The Fujairah Port whech i the only vein for the UAE and Sauds Arabia to
export ol has been bumed, Few steps away from the Strait of Hormae, the fire was set ablaze
by the sons of the resistance  Let the merchands of fear know that the war began years ago
and it's mow inits final minutes”

Hossein Daliran, a freelance pournalist and former defense news expert al Tasrm, bereeled. “if
the coffes shop closes, it will be closed for everyone_ | do not know if you've heard of this
proverb or nok but it echoes true for the situation of some these days™ He included the
hashiag #ru@irah m hes bveel

Hamed Rahimpour. the editor-in-chiel’ of the Khorasan newspaper. also reacted by saying “all
options are on the table”

“Targeting Yanbu and Fujairah. which are the two ports that are supposed to be the
alternatrves to ranian of, were dealt a blow of which they do nct know its onigin,” Rahimpour
bameled,

Heshmatollah Falahatpisheh, head of the Iraman parliament s national security committes,
said that "explosions near Fujairah port showed that the security of Guif states 1s fragile”
Source: Al Arabiya
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Iraq condemns sabotage of four
ships near UAE territorial waters

" ¢ Mohammed Ebraheem

51 IKEZN RN

Baghdad (IragiMNews com) — Iraq has strongly condemned sabotage of four

commercial ships near the UAE terriorial waters last Sunday, expressing its solidarty

with the Gull country in face of vanous “challanges”

The Irag Minestry of Foreign Affairs, in a stalemant, warned that the sabotage attack
“endangers security of the Gulf region”, urging firm achion to establish stabilify and

seCurity in the area.

It also affimed lrag's soldarity with the UAE in facing all chabenges and standsng
afainst all atempis o destabdize the Guif country:
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The ministry called on the international community and other regional countries to

adopt the de-escalation policy and promote mutual cooperation to secure oil tankers

crossing the waterway and maintain mantime traffic in the Gulf.

Four commercial ships were targets of a sabotage attack near Fujairah port, just

outside the Strait of Hormuz, on Sunday.

The UAE gave no further details about the ships’ nationalities but Saudi Arabia

confirmed that it owned two of them, while a Norwegian company said it had another.
The fourth ship was reportedly UAE-flagged.

Iran had called for full investigation into the incident. In February, Iran threatened to

“close” the strait in case it was prevented from using the waterway.

The US has deployed warships to the region in recent days to counter what it called

“clear indications” of threats from Iran to its forces and maritime traffic. Iran dismissed

that allegation as nonsense.
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Lebanon-Based Media Claims Blasts

Rock Fujairah Port

™ May 12, 2019 & admin

The government of Fujairah denied on Sunday media reports about several heavy
explosions taking place at the emirate's port, insisting that the port is functioning as
usual

Source: trend.az
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0il tankers 'sabotaged' as Gulf tensions soar

By AFP - May 15, 2009 (i 114 8am

FUIAIRAH: Four ships, mclusding two Saud oil 1ankers, were damsaged in
mysterious sabotage attacks’ that have inRamaed Gulf tensions amid a
standof! betvween 1he United States and Iran

| the faoe of growing international concern, LS Sacretany of State M2
Pomped sorapped & planned vist 1o Moscoow and headed to Brussels instead
Foe talics Monday with ELeapean officials, & Britain wained of the danger of
confict evupting “by sccident” in the Gulf

Turring up the pressure an Tetwan afler 1he United Stales deployed B-532
bambers and an assaull ship to bolstes an arcraft casvier in the region
Presideni Donald Trump warned that iran would “suffier greaty” wene it 1o “do
B."I:.'[rlll}gr 1o threaten LS interests

“If they do anything, it would be a very bad mistake” Tnamp warned at the
White House. 1T they do anyihing they will sutler greaty®
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Acting Pentagon chief Patrick Shanahan proposed a revamped military plan
al a meeting with senior national security aides that would send up to 120,000
US troops to the Middle East were Iran to attack American forces or speed up
nuclear weapons development, The New Yorik Times reported.

Other options have been floated, and this ona includes the highest number of
troops

Tehran meanwhile called for an investigation into Sunday's “alarming” attacks
off the Emirati coast and warned of "adventurism”® by foreign players to
disrupt maritime security

A UAE government official said the Saudi ofl tankers Al-Marzogah and Amjad
were attacked off the emirate of Fujairah along with the Norwegian tanker
Andrea Victory and an Emirati ship, the A. Michel.

Saudi Arabia, the Islamic republic’s reglonal arch-rival, condemned “acts of
sabotage® and a "criminal act”, a foreign ministry official said

Meither Saudi Arabia nor the UAE gave details on the nature of the attacks or
accused anyone of responsibility
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(File pix) A picture taken on May 13, 2019, shows the crude oil tanker, Amjad which was one of
two reported tankers that were damaged in mysterious “sabotage attacks off the coast of the
Gulf emirate of Fujsirah. Savdi Arabia said two of its oif tankers were damaged in mystericus
‘sabotage attacks” in the Guif as tensions soared in & region aiready shaken by a standoff
between the United States and fran. AFP Photo

Mo link has officially been drawn between the incidents and US accusations
that Tehran was planning “imminent” attacks against US interests in the
region.

Asked whether the United States believed Iran played a role, Brian Hook, the
US special envoy for iran, declined to comment, saying only that US authorities
would be assisting the investigation at the request of the UAE which has
called the incidents "deliberate sabotage”

Describing Pompeo's talks with his European counterparts, Hook said they
had discussed "what seemed to be attacks on commercial vessels.”

Underscoring the international concern, German Foreign Minister Helko Maas
said he used his one-on-one with Pompeo to stress that "we are concerned
about the development and the tensions in the region, that we do not want
there to be a military escalation”
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British foreign minister Jeremy Hunt called for "a period of calm”

“We are very worried about the risk of a conflict happening by accident with an
escalation that is unintended on either side but ends with some kind of
conflict,” he said as he arrived for a meeting of EU foreign ministers in
Brussels.

And in Mew York, the United Mations called on all sides to "exercise restraint
for the sake of regional peace”

Saudi Energy Minister Khalid al-Falih said the kingdom's two tankers suffered
“significant damage” but there were no casualties or any oil spill.

The Andrea Victory's managers, Thome Group, said the tanker had a hole in
the hull area "after being struck by an unknown object on the waterline”

The crew were unharmed and the ship was in no danger of sinking, it said.

Fujairah port is the only Emirati terminal located on the Arabian Sea coast,
bypassing the Strait of Hormuz, through which most Gulf oil exports pass.

Iran has repeatedly threatened to close the strait in case of a military
confrontation with the United States.
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"If, and it's an 'IF’, there really has been a deliberate attempt to damage these
oil tankers, then it's possibly a warning from Iran about the consequences of
anybody taking military action against Iranian targets anywhere in the region,”
said Middle East analyst Neil Partrick.

Oil prices rose on world markets on Monday but stocks fell.

The spike in tensions came after Tehran said Wednesday it had stopped
respecting limits on its nuclear activities agreed under a 2015 deal that has
since been abandoned by Washington.

Iranian foreign ministry spokesman Abbas Mousavi called the incidents
"alarming and regrettable”

He "warned against plots by ilkwishers to disrupt regional security” and "called
for the vigilance of regional states in the face of any adventurism by foreign
elements”, a statement said.

Almaost all the oil exports of Saudi Arabia, Irag, UAE, Kuwait, Qatar and Iran
itself, at least 15 million barrels per day, are shipped through the Strait of
Hormuz.
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Karen Young, a resident scholar at the Washington-based American
Enterprise Institute think tank, said the incidents were “clearly... more than a
one off attack, but something more coordinated ”

"Tensions are high and have been escalated by the US as well. We have to be
wary of tit for tat provocations, and those that may be misinterpreted or even
false flag actions,” she told AFP.

The six-nation Gulf Cooperation Council — which includes Saudi Arabia and
the UAE — condemned the incident while Arab League chief Ahmed Aboul
Gheit denounced "criminal acts.”

Shiite-majority Iran rivals Sunni-ruled Saudi Arabia for influence in the Middle
East, with the two taking opposing sides in multiple regional conflicts
including in Yemen. — AFP
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cREDITS
Tue, 14 May 2019

Saudi Prince Khaled in Washington following
Al-Fujairah sabotage

£Z| BUY NEWSWIRE

SAUDI PRINC| IN WASHING TON FOLLOWING AL-FUJAIRAH
SABOTAGE

Saudi Deputy Defence Minister Prince Khaled Bin Salman Bin Abdulaziz is said to have paid a brief visit to Washington yesterday (13/5/19)
This came in the wake of a “sabotage operation” that took place near Al-Fujairah port on 12/5/19 in which two Saudi oil tankers were targeted
Tactical Report has prepared a 311-word report to shed light on Prince Khaled's visit to Washington and tell what it was for.

We are currently looking for freelance reporters
If you are interested, send your resume to careers{@tacticalreport com
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UAE Confirms Vessels Hit Near
Fujairah Port

Iran Front Page
13 May 2019, D6:13 GMT+10

The United Arab Emirates Foreign
Ministry has confirmed that four
comimercial vessels have been targeted
by sabotage operations near the
territorial waters of the Emirati pon of
Fujairah.

In & statement tweeted on Sunday, Abu
Dhabl sald the attacks have not caused
any casualties.

The incident ocourmed near the port city
ol Fujairah, one of the world's larges!
bunkerimg hubs which lies just outside
the Strait of Harmuz,
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The statement adds that subjecting
commercial vessels to sabotage
operations and threatening the lives of
their crew is considered a dangerous
development.

The Arab country announced it has
launched an investigation into the
incident in coordination with local and
international authorities.

It also said that the incident did not
result in spills.

The international community should
carry out its responsibilities to prevent

any parties from trying to harm maritime

security and safety, which would be
considered a threat to international
safety and security,” it added.
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This comes as the UAE officials earlier
rejected the reports, saying the facility is
operating normally.

The Lebanon-based Al Mayadeen news
channel reported earlier in the day that
seven to ten oil tankers in the port have
caught fire and are completely burnt.

Al Marzougah super tanker (9165762),
Miraj tanker (9394741), A.Michel tanker
(9177674), Amjad tanker (9779800), and
FNSA10 tanker (9432074) are among
the tankers damaged in the explosions,
reported the TV channel.

The incident comes amid escalating
tension in the region after Washington
deployed forces, including an aircraft
carrier, to the Middle East in an attempt
to counter what it calls clear indications
of threats from lran.
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UAE’s BPGIC plans new
Fujairah refinery to produce IMO
2020 compliant bunker fuel

UAE-based Brooge
Petroleum and Gas
Investment Co (BPGIC)
has unveiled a plan to
build a 250,000-barrels
per day (bpd) capacity
refinery to produce IMO
2020-compliant bunker

fuel in Fujairah.

The first phase of the planned refinery i5 scheduled for completon by the first gquarter
af 2020

From 1 January 2020, IMO will enforce s Marpol Annex V1 reguiation mandating all
ocean-godng vesseds to burn bunker fuels with a maximum sulphur content of 0.5%
doym from the curment limet of 3.5%

Atcording to BPGIC, the refinery will be the frst of #s kKind in the Middie East and North
Alrica to comply with the upcomang IMO 2020 reguiation

“The new facility will contribute o bolsiening the growing status of the Emirate of
Fujairah in the ol and gas ndustry and nelp meet the growing demand for shipping fuel
It complies with the new mlemational [aws on capping sulphur content in &hipping
fuels,” Nicolaas Paardenkooper, ceo of BPGIC, was quoled saying

Read more: Fujairah port starts production and supply of 0.5% swiphur bunkers

The UAE porl of Fujairan is one of the world's lop ihree iargest binkering pons.
Singapore 5 the worid's nunaway leader m bunker sales while Fujairah and Rotterdam
poris are neck-io-neck in their sales volumes. Fujairah is estimated o have soid
approvimately Sm metrc fonnes of bunkers last year compared o Roferdam's 3.5m
mietric innnes

Posted 15 May 20189
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US Centcom contradicts British
General on Iranian threat

= Global coalitton against 1515 contimeas to monitor all militant groups in the ragion

[:]h&bﬂﬁlnﬂ
0000®®

The US Central Command , which directs military presenos in the Middie East,
has pubicly contradicied the deputy military cammander of the global
codlition against 515 an the Iranian threat in lrag and Syria.

The statemant from Centeormn on Tuesday, issuad slmast sl hours after Maj
Gan Chris Ghika, tha deputy military commandar of tha global coalition
against 1515, gave a press corference, said that his comments on lran's theeat
nat increasing in lrag and Syria "rnan countar” 1o US in1el|igenas~.

The public disagresrnent reflected the senaativity of the matter o Washington
and insida the IS military

Spaking from Baghdad at the press conferendcs, Maj Gaen Ghika said there
was "no change in their posture since the recent exchangs batween the LIS
and Iran, and we hope and expect thal that will continue”

Maj Gan Ghika said the coalitien monitered all groups, including the Popdar

MobiEsation Foroes, on Iragi state-sponsared umbrella group of about 40
rrilitias
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READ MORE

US does 'not seek a war with Iran"

Pompeo

Donald Trump says Iran will ‘suffer
greatly' if it takes military action

of them at this stage.”

"We monitor them all. Iranian-backed forces
are clearly one of them and | am not going te
go into the detail of it, but there are a
substantial number of militia groups in Irag
and Syria," he said.

"We don't see an increased threat from many

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo visited Iraq a week ago in response to

intelligence information of possible Iranian attacks on US forces, but no

change in the threat level was reported.
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Maj Gen Ghika insisted that the coalition and the US were on the same page,

despite his statements seeming to be at odds with those of the White House.

‘| said there are a range of threats to American and coalition forces in this part

of the world," he said.

“There always have been, that is why we have a very robust range of force

protection measures.’

In the past 10 days, the US has increased its military presence in the region
after it claimed it had received intelligence about a possible plot by the [ranian

government against US troops in Iraq.

On Sunday, four vessels near Fujairah Port were hit in a sabotage operation
and on Tuesday the Yemeni Houthi rebels claimed responsibility for a drone
attack on two Saudi pumping stations and pipeline near Riyadh.

The US has sent two warships with B-52 and F-35 jets to the region as
deterrence against any attack.
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Zarif: Suspicious Acts of Sabotage Escalating Regional Tensions

B 21hoursage  £F May 14,2019

® Live News - Middle East - News

Q Q

lranian Foresgn Minister Mohammad Javad Zarl voiced concem over some suspicious acts

of sabotage thal are aamed at escalating tensions in the regpon

Speaking to reporters after a meetng with his Indian counterpart Sushma Swaraj in Mew
Dethi on Tuesday, Fard said they discussed a range of issues, ncluding regional

developments and common threats

There are concems about “the threats that extremist individuals insade the US government

and individuals in the region are trying to impose,” the top Iraman diplomat said
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Zarif added that he and Swargj also discussed the common concems, including “the
suspicious acts of sabotage which are taking place in our region with the purpose of fueling

tensions.”

The minister said Iran had already foreseen that such acts of sabotage would be committed

in the region.

His comments came after the United Arab Emirates (UAE) said on Sunday that four
commercial ships were targets of a "sabotage attack” near its Fujairah port. Saudi Arabia has

also confirmed that two Saudi oil tankers sustained “significant damage” in the incident

Iran's Foreign Ministry has already expressed concemn over the Sunday incident in the Sea of

Oman, warning of foreign seditious plots to upset the region's security and stability.

Elsewhere in his comments, Zarif said he and his Indian counterpart have talked about the
necessity to honor the 2015 Iran nuclear deal, the process of energy cooperation between

Tehran and New Delhi, Iran’s port of Chabahar, and efforts for peace in Afghanistan.

Heading a diplomatic delegation, Zarif has travelled to India after visiting Turkmenistan.
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