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Saving turtles and tackling
pollution: a day at sea with Abu
Dhabi's oil response team

== Tha Natioral joins Capt Safah Ba Abbad and his team o wiiness the vital work
ey do
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Capt Mibba d staried workireg ot the ports in 1086 and the response oam was
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& spadalisad boat, simbar 1o a catamaran, allows workars 1o skdm debris from

the surface of the waber snd is wital i

i Twrd workers e largs

2 aperi
nets 4o nElreve plashc wabter bottles, styrofoam pellefs and olher rubbish that
has baan dumped They can also dispatch sub-agua daers Into tha saa to
san for bhderatater pollusion

Capt Abbad's team s comprised of 14 peopla, fiva speschoats and tha debris
Boat. The apesdbaats can cary the eam B3 kormelnes per hour ard ey are
used chisfiy {o target ol spills. The team pets dady reports from the ports,
canducts patrols, manitors satalites and responds to any wamings of dabrs
Iy e waiers. Theer work atnedches frorm Khalila Porl 1o tha aaal all e wsy
wesl toSila'a port an the Sawdi border. There is sorneons on duty at all tires,
whila Capt Abbad is on cal 24-hours a day

Orver the past tevo months, three turtles weme found dead while four wes
rescued and rekes sad back into the water, Capt Absad has sean turthes

sutfacated by plaad F killead wiher Bosts crash thesn, Abarsdomsd rets

an= also a huge problem ""Some isharman do nol have that swareness. he
says. "Thay [can trap] turthes and kave them e

'When they get trapped and cannat swim around, bamacles can aftach
thamsetvas to their shals and thay are unabie to saim and can dia. Sa the
tesarn ks the fuethe, cleans the sl and rebums Ib b e witber,

Capt Abbad had to confront & magor oil spil

it ol kad wittar 1 Mizsaaftah last year, Thousards of Bres

quality 1np mest seaipas had been dirmped info manholes, enlered the
amvirapmestal challeagesm Aby sewarage natwork and tha saa. Ha want
Dhata straight the sources, sl up fhee plashc
Erdardinne #f s Ghanada: She HiG-rnebre booms: - structures which flaai on
Ubi’s must wibwast caral reed tha saa and contain tha spill - ta stop it

til tramsfer ol sea may hawe spreading and the of was tackiad with

esastd Fugamak spill shimrmers,

iy jus Ts hours the ofl coitd reach fhe

Corniche” b says. "But God gave me a chance and e stoppad it”

Cornpanies Tound quilty of causing ol spills face fines of up 1o of leaat DR
millan and mdividuals caughd Ehrowing nublsish can be slapped with fires: of
thousands of dirharms

Capt Abbad, now in his d40s, is from Ak Dhab. He was in the asmy befome the
port posting and (s onae of those unsung hamnas of tha emirate. He dives &
Toabs pck-up baek on The quayside, o
Sheddh Zayed, used to just turm up ard drive around Mina Zayed
unannouneed.
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“If there was a problem - he would say ‘'what do you need and I'll give you

support. He loved the sea and the desert. He liked all people - Pakistani,

English, anywhere no problem. | never saw him angry.”

The oil response team is run by Safeen, which is in charge of marine services

at the ports, About half of his team are Emirati with the rest from the
Philippines, Pakistan, Ghana and Yemen and there are plans to expand it.

"l love the job)' he says. "We help the environment and help the animals.

Animals and humans are the same, Forget Muslim and Christian, we are all

the same!”
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The man who saves turtles while
keeping Abu Dhabi's ports clean
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Momadic traces: journeys of Arablan
Scripts delves into the most
influential alphabets in the Middle
East

Warehoused2Ts new comimissionad exhibition Momadic Traces:
Joumeys of Arabian Scripts is expioring the orlgins of sixof the
miost influentisl alphabets in the Middle Bast, in collaboration
with Ehatt Foisndation

Press Release

Abu Dhaik: WarehousedZTs new commissioned exhition Nomadic Tracos:
Journeys of Arablan Sorpss bs saplostng the criging of sl of the st influential
alphabets in the Middie East, In collaborstion with Khatt Fossdaton

i Py
cominibssiored arbwarks that detes |nio Middie Erstem history and culiure,
refla ] SCTPES Such o8 thie Phaenician Sofg (1200 BCE - Y0 O]
he Rramalc Soipt (0 BCE — GO0 CE thee Musned Script (KOG BCE — 400
CEL v Palrrgrana Sceigt (00 BTE - 300 CE)y i Malabian Soipi (P50 CF-
450 CE} and the Early &mbic Sorpis (Gih |

el 15 e eeh Bition Can eovidark 6m o Jourmey amisr

Cusmatind 3y O, Hugla Seitshuimm ADFabs, Momndic Traces: Jowmeys of
Arablan Scripts {estures works by artists and designers from the UAE, Ssodi
Arabis, kecian, Syria, e Faiios T winies
amay of disciplines, including drawing, & instalations s cemmics, = well os
the design of fEweleny, featiles. fwshion, fumitee and et

Nommtc Taaces: dosmeys of Arafian Soinfs i open il 28 by 2009 at

L sad?l For e nbormnali

ibease click hese
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